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Introduction
The USA population in 1940 was 131 million, and African Americans accounted for 12.6 million, which was around 12% of the overall population. The army in World War II became the largest employer of the minority groups. Executive Order 9981 was an executive order issued in July 1948 by Harry Truman to end racial segregation in the military service (Gardner, pg. 127). Though Harry Truman was not an advocate for equality, the order got people astonished. He was not a champion of African Americans since he drastically changed from a segregationist to championing African Americans' civil rights.
Historical background
Most researchers believe that Harry Truman's decision to segregate the military was due to political pressure. For Truman to win presidential elections, he needed votes from African Americans. After President Franklin Delano Roosevelt's death, who was not popular among the people, Harry Truman took over the presidency. The primary opponent of Harry Truman, who was a republican in the 1948 presidential elections, Thomas E Dewey, had shown interests in opposing military segregation. According to Gardner (pg. 200), the Progressive party operated on the far right that advocated for the end of discrimination not only in the military but also in federal employment. The Democratic Party faced pressure from civil rights advocates to ensure equality in the black community. More pressure was impounded on Harry Truman, which made him legislate to avoid losing votes from the black population.
Losing elections was not the only fear of Harry Truman and the treatment of blacks after World War II. This made him an advocate for civil rights; he became worried about how discrimination and racism had also grown the treatment the black received after the war motivated Harry Truman. After the blacks returned from World War II, there was an increase in hostility and racism compared to how the whites were treated. This prompted the blacks to advocate for their civil rights. This led to several people being shot.
President Truman in 1946 established a committee on civil rights which was mandated to investigate and come up with measures on civil rights and how the civil rights agenda could be looked at. In 1947 the committee publicized the report, which was handed over to Truman (Gardner, pg. 265). The information, which was named ' To Secure These Rights,' had legislation and enactments that aimed to end racial discrimination among the black population. President Truman, on February 2nd, 1948, sent a message to Congress on civil rights. The announcement was to advocate for an end to discrimination and segregation in the military. Harry Truman's executive order was crucial since if the legislation could have been left to congress, it could not have been passed.
There were several letters that Harry Truman. When he was a senator, he wrote a letter to his daughter Margaret, which he described a dinner with President Franklin Roosevelt in the White House, which he referred the black's waitstaff with a derogatory name.
He said, "They gave a real good meal at the taxpayers’’ expense — tomato soup, fillet of flounder, roast turkey, string beans, pineapple salad, chocolate ice cream and cake, candy and little cafe noir afterward," Truman wrote. "All these things were in courses, deftly placed and removed by an army of coons. I suggested to Mrs. [Sherman] Minton that these Negroes were the top of the black social set in Washington” (Gardner, pg. 187)
He also wrote a letter to his wife showing hatred that he had on the blacks. Harry Truman, at his young age, did not value Africans. Even though all this, Harry Truman became the president who for the first time made the Government of the United States realize the importance of advocating for civil rights
Significance of Harry Truman Decision
Truman's directive declared that there should be equal opportunity and treatment of all persons equally in the army regardless of their color, race, religion, or national origin. It was an order that was to be effected immediately. This order is significant in the military servicewomen and servicemen, regardless of their differences, can serve their country with patriotism (Gardner, p.g 615).
According to Eisenhower on the committee, segregation was essential to preserve the army's internal stability. He said that the military was the opium of the United States; he compared it with a mirror that holds the USA face. He continued to argue that there will come a time where race relations will not become a problem. Education, mutual respect, employment, and others will make it disappear. He also criticized a situation where laws are made to force someone to like certain people since this will be a recipe for chaos.
From Gardner (pg. 605), desegregating the USA army helped to boost USA reputation globally. Harry Truman wanted to increase the US image by ensuring that he advocates for civil society. Equality is essential in ensuring the prosperity of a Nation. Where there is equality, people will do their business without any fear of intimidation. The economy, too, will grow hence achieving prosperity.
President Harry Truman's executive order played a critical role in several parts of America to accept segregation. The majority of the states adopted the mandate to encourage equality in all spheres of life in society. A society that ensures equal treatment of its people is.
Conclusion
Harry Truman's executive order was signed at the early stages of the civil rights movement when it was integrated into the armed forces (Gardner, 598). This helped in paving the way for legislation that would help in desegregating society as a whole. The executive order issued by Harry Truman was not only politically motivated, but also there were growing numbers of racial discrimination that prompted his actions. To ensure that the executive order was adhered to, a committee was created by the president, the Fahy Committee, which had a mandate to oversee the Navy and Air Force. This was to ensure that everyone was treated with dignity despite color or race.
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